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In the Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) Image reader which comprises: 

a lighting part having a fluorescent lamp which produces pulse emission by 
dielectric barrier discharge, and an inverter circuit which feeds the fluorescent lamp; 

a CCD line sensor which continuously receives reflection light reflected by a 
manuscript and emitted by the fluorescent lamp, time-divided; and 

a controller which resets a divided image which is recognized by the CCD line 
sensor and which controls the timing of the start of recognition of a next divided image and 
moreover sends signals about this timing to Ike lighting part; 

wherein the controller, within o givwi tim e an image recopnition period in which the 
CCD line sensor recognizes a divided bnage of the manuscript, sends a flashing signal to Hhe 
inverter which ooir es pemda to a froquonoy of conpnands pulse emission of the fluorescent 
lamp with a frequency which directly corresponds to the ftegnenov o f tha flaghin y ripnal in 
order to keep luminous quantities of Hie fluotescent lamp at a given valueJU] whoroin the 
lighting part dirootly . drivoo tho flaohing oignal of the inverter oitouij - th e -fluoreso e nt lomp 
produeHi^ii r yiih fr qiii s flion with o froquonoy whioh - ocgr Bs penda H i i reetly to thu lioqucnioy of 
the floshing signal within one - period - for inioge - g e oo g Mtioi h b y- the ' CGB lino oonoo r? 

2. (Original) Image reader as claimed in claim 1, wherein the frequency of thie 
flashing signal is controllable as a light control of the fluorescent lamp. 
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